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, Yankees, and the citizens of El Paso sneer at the citizens of Texarkana as being snobs of the effete east.4
It is 150 miles farther from El Paso to Texarkana than it is from Chicago to New York. Fort Worth is nearer St. Paul, Minnesota, than to Brownsville. . . . The United States with Texas off would look like a three-legged Boston terrier.
The chief occupation of the people of Texas is trying to keep from making all the money in the world. . . . Texans are so proud of Texas that they cannot sleep at night . . .
Unless your front gate is 18 miles from your front door you do not belong to society as constituted in Texas. . . . One Texan has forty miles of navigable river on his farm. If the proportion of cultivated land in Texas were the same as in Illinois, the value of Texas crops would equal those of all 47 other states. . . . Texas has enough land to supply every man, woman and child in the world with a tract five feet by twenty.
If all the hogs in Texas were one big hog, he would be able to dig the Panama Canal in three roots. If all the steers in Texas were one big steer, he could stand with his front feet in the Gulf of Mexico, one hind foot in Hudson Bay and the other in the Arctic Ocean, and with a sweep of his tail brush the mist from the Aurora Borealis. Some state!5
One cycle of Texas stories has to do with the weather; Mr. House records some beauties:
The vagaries of Texas weather are illustrated by the experience of a hunter who told of seeing thousands of ducks on a lake. As he raised his gun to fire, a norther struck, freezing the water. At the roar of the gun, the ducks flew away, carrying the lake with them.
"Do you ever have cyclones up here?" a visitor in West Texas asked. "No, sir-e-e," he was informed. "We did have one once but it ran into a sandstorm about three miles out of town and was ripped to pieces/'
When a man's hat blows off, he telegraphs to the station ahead. Or (another version) he just reaches up and pulls down another hat.
Such tales do, it is important to mention, derive with direct logic from everyday occurrences. While in Dallas I saw a small Associated Press dispatch describing how eight people were killed, twenty-eight injured, and ten small ranching communities wiped out, by a- sudden freak windstorm that arrived and left again in a matter of minutes.
4 A friend in Axnarillo told me, "People in Houston think we're foreigner?. And when I go to Houston, I think so tool"
5 The remarkable thing about this Homeric catalogue is that some of the details are factually quite correct.